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THE SCIENCE AND ART OF GENETIC MODIFICATION CAPTURES EYE OF FORMER 
CRYSTAL BRIDGES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AS ECHINDALABS MOVES INTO THE 

UMLAUF SCULPTURE GARDEN & MUSEUM ON NOVEMBER 11, 2016 
 

Don Bacigalupi Awards the UMLAUF Prize to University of Texas MFA 
Graduate Elizabeth McClellan who will be Featured with Previous 

UMLAUF Prize Winners in 25th Anniversary Retrospective Exhibition 
November 11-January 29, 2017 

 
AUSTIN, TEXAS—(August 1, 2016) Similar to the work Don Bacigalupi curated for 
the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art’ opening, the now founding president 
of the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art and the 2016 UMLAUF Prize juror. 
Bacigalupi selected an artist whose passion and curiosity about the future of human 
gene modifications spurred an art installation that is nothing short of astonishing. 
Elizabeth McClellan is the owner and creator of EchindaLabs, a performance based 
installation, which will be on display at the UMLAUF November 11-January 29, 
2017. Bacigalupi selected McClellan during studio tours at the University of Texas 
at Austin with an impressive list of art student candidates. 
 
In celebration of the UMLAUF’s 25th Anniversary, this year’s UMLAUF Prize 
exhibition will also showcase a retrospective including new works from previous 
Prizewinners, Gracelee Lawrence and Ryan Hawk (2015), Adam Crosson (2014), 
Stephanie Wagner (2007), Katalin Hausel (2006), Mark Schatz (2005), and Holly 
Fischer (2004). 
	
When museum visitors walk onto the set of EchindaLabs, they will learn about 
genetic skin modifications and explore the possibilities of using viral biomes to 
decorate the skin through a series of videos, brochures, photographs and human 
interaction with the “EchindaLabs receptionist”. McClellan created the experience 
based on the recent innovations in gene editing technology and her fascination with 
its implications on politics, science and the future of our bodies.  
	
In Bacigalupi’s juror statement, he remarks “EchindaLabs is a complex, multi-
faceted Gesamtkunstwerk by Elizabeth McClellan that reflects the extraordinary 
boundary-breaking creativity seen in some of today’s most advanced and cross-
disciplinary art practices.” He adds, “the work operates in the nexus of art and 
medical science, a fertile territory staked out previously by artists as diverse as 
ORLAN and Virgil Wong. Complex ethical issues abound in the real world of 



	
	

 
UMLAUF Prize Press Release, 2 

	

rapidly advancing genome-editing technologies, and McClellan capably invites us in 
for consideration.” 
 
Beyond the performance space, the artist created a website to support the business 
model with images, videos on home care and solutions to skin conditions. 
Echindalabs.com 
 
The UMLAUF Prize opening and Insights performance will take place Friday, 
November 11 at 7 pm. The event is free and open to the public.  
Address: 605 Robert E. Lee Road, Austin, 78704 
Phone: 512-445-5582 
 
About the UMLAUF and the UMLAUF Prize: 
The UMLAUF Sculpture Garden & Museum is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 
founded around a vast collection of work by American sculptor Charles Umlauf. 
Charles Umlauf (1910-1994) taught at The University of Texas for forty years, 
retiring as Professor Emeritus in 1981. The UMLAUF Sculpture Garden & Museum 
opened in 1991 with the mission of exhibiting the work by Umlauf and other 
contemporary sculptors in a natural setting and providing educational experiences 
that encourage the understanding and appreciation of sculpture. In 2005, UT 
alumnus and UMLAUF Board Member Damian Priour (1949-2011) and his wife 
Paula founded the UMLAUF Prize to support emerging artists from UT. Umlauf’s 
own work acknowledged his artistic forbears while presenting new approaches that 
looked toward the future.  
 
About Don Bacigalupi:  
 
Don Bacigalupi is the Founding President of the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art. 
As a University of Texas alumnus and a highly respected figure in the arts world, 
Bacigalupi joined Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in 2009 and developed 
the museum before it opened in 2011. In preparation for one of the museum’s most 
talked about exhibitions, Bacigalupi traveled 100,000 miles and visited more than 
900 artists in search of today’s definition of Contemporary Art. The exhibition, 
titled State of the Art was one of the most comprehensive collections of modern day 
art. He spoke about that experience for TedX in “State of the art”.  
 


